Infectious disease continues to have a profound effect on society, the economic development of nations, how we relate to the environment around us and with the animals with which we share this planet. Despite the ever increasing technology that surrounds us in our daily lives, few of us escape the ravages and aftermaths of infectious disease, whether it be something as relatively discomforting as the common cold or more serious such as influenza among the elderly or respiratory infections of the newborn. As I complete this monograph yet another new agent has just emerged, that of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS). Due to a hitherto unrecognised coronavirus, this disease caught public health officials completely by surprise. On a lesser scale, but potentially equally threatening, newer agents such as Hendra and Nipah have emerged. Europe and North America have not escaped---West Nile Virus has extended both its range and pathogenic potential since 1999 where previously it was absent. The United Kingdom livestock industry has suffered two blows in less than a decade. First Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy, and then in 2002 a disastrous re-introduction of foot and mouth virus.

So why write a volume focusing on Viral Haemorrhagic Fevers? The answer lies partly in informing the reader of progress in research and our understanding of these agents against a backdrop of continuing fear these viruses engender among health care workers and the public alike. But also in part because of the resurgence of interest in these diseases, especially given the alarming increase in the numbers of emerging infections now confronting medical and veterinary science. There is much to be learnt from the study of these agents that is directly applicable to other emerging diseases, particularly in relation to how containing these outbreaks requires a high degree of collaboration between different specialists, often working in suboptimal conditions without strong political support and with barely adequate resources.

This book is primarily aimed at health care workers, clinicians and microbiologists wishing to gain a rapid overview as to the nature of these widely varying agents linked only by their propensity of causing serious human disease. The study of viral haemorrhagic fevers is more than just science. It is a story often played out by scientists against a backdrop of poor funding, political unrest and the fear of the unknown. Accounts of bravery and personal sacrifice are frequently intertwined with the more impersonal scientific descriptions of how these agents have come to our attention. They show graphically that we are heavily reliant on a comparatively few dedicated clinicians schooled in the rapidly shrinking discipline of clinical tropical medicine around the world to form the thin blue line of defence against infections. But I also hope that this book will appeal to a wider audience: members of the public, politicians and funding agencies that shape the way society thinks and reacts to infectious disease. There is growing tendency for society to distrust its academic scientists and ascribe failings to them whenever public health neasures break down or some adverse event becomes apparent in a few whilst attempting to protect the many. Yet it is those few individuals that society is dependent upon to guard against further incursions by providing the wherewithal for developing robust technologies, reagents and therapies that are presently lacking. It has become unfashionable over the last decades to support research into these viruses, yet it is this skill base society will depend upon in the future to deal with threats from bioterrorists, emergence of new diseases, and the heightened virulence of those previously recognised. Viral haemorrhagic fever research has gone under-supported for decades although this is beginning to change somewhat in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks of September 11th 2001.

There are many that I am indebted to for encouraging my interest in these viruses, but particularly I should like to thank David Simpson. Together with the late Ernie Bowen, David brimmed with energy, enthusiasm and good humour, even in the darkest of times and taught me the importance of perspective when dealing with difficult and dangerous pathogens. I would also thank David Ellis, an electron microscopist *par excellence.* To numerous to mention, my graduate students have been a joy and inspiration, many of whom I am now privileged to count amongst my friends. Also my thanks go out to my long term friends and colleagues Michael Buchmeier and Michael Oldstone in La Jolla who have shown unfailing hospitality on my frequent visits to invigorating California. Above all, I\'m forever in the debt of my wife Liane, who together with our daughters have had to endure my constant preoccupation with all things virological over what is now a lifetime.
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